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22. (otigLAal) A method of switching traffic in a packet^switched network having a plurality of 
nodes interconnected by links, the method comprising the steps of: 

upon detection of a Mlure of a link connecting a pair of adjacent nodes, encapsulating 
packets within the bodies of tunnel packets and fonvarding the tunnel packets along a predefined 
protection path which bypasses the failed lin k, including upon leceipt of a tunnel packet bv one 
of the adjacent nodes alone a nrotecticm path, the recipient node retrieving the encapsulated 
packet and routinjg it as a function of a destination specified in the header of the encapsulated 
packet , 

23. (canceled). 

24. (currently amended) A method as claimed in claim 22 wherein each packet comprises a 
header specifying the identity of a source node and a destination node associated with the packeL 

25. (original) A method as claimed in claim 24» wherein the source and destination nodes 
associated with each tunnel packet correspond to the nodes at eidier end of the protected link. 

26. (original) A mediod as claimed in claim 24, wherdn the header of each packet further 
specifies the nature of the packet as a tuxmel packet or a non-tunnel packet 

27 . (original) A method as claimed in claim 26, wherein the header of each tunnel packet 
specifies the identity of the pxoteciion path alcmg whidi it is sent. 



28 . (original) A method as claimed in claim ^^sTwherdin all padcets are Lit^net protocol (IP) 
datagrams. 

29. (oiigmal) A packet-switched n^wock comprising a plurality of nodes interconnected by links, 
wherein pre-defined protection paths provide protection of a selected plurality of links and 
wherein adjacent nodes connected by a protected link are adapted to detect a failure of die 
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